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THE BREEDERS Rude boy Martin Aston on a three way date

Or “Take Three Girls”, for all sixties documen-
tarists out there, or “Girls On Top” for all
younger types. Amazing how the gathering of
females brings out the cliches. It's doubtful the re-
maining press reception of the group will do oth-
erwise. But then the group’s name already takes
that info account.

The Breeders, if you don't already know, are a
whirlwind romance between Kim Deal (Duh
Pixies), vocals, guitar, songs, Tanya Donnelly
(Throwing Muses), lead guitar and Josephine
Wiggs (Perfect Disaster), bass, with some mute
rent boy that producer Steve Albini found in his
house one night propped up on drums. Plans
were fo share songs but their album ‘Pod’ has
turned out to be Kim Deal’s deal - and remem-
ber, this Deal wrote The Pixies’ “Gigantic” and
“Silver”. Next time, remember Tanya wrote
“Green” and “Dragonhead” to name two Muses
classics.

Played back to back, you wouldn't directly asso-
ciate “Pod” with a Pixies record unless you knew
the connection; Deal’s voice, her sudden tempo
and mood changes, lots of empty space, scouted
and scoured by Donnelly’s wiry, taut guitar offer
only occasional glimpses - “Iris” for one, their
deconstruction of “Happiness Is A Warm Gun”,
the surf-popmobility of “Only In Threes” a
thumping rhythm section, ironically the only in-
struments the Boston crew don’t play. The
Breeders don’t have Charles Francis’ manic
cheer or ultra-vivid power of scene-setting but
“Pod” has something else.

Since all three Breeders arrived from different di-
rections, and are currently in seperate hide-
aways - OK, Josephine in a Yorkshire studio for
the new Perfect Disaster album, Kim at a rented
LA apartment during the recording of The Pixies
fourth and Tanya temporarily at her mothers be-
tween the next tour and waiting fo go into the
studio for the new Muses album - | thought of
asking the same questions in order to solicit
three separate sets of answers. | informed each
Breeder of this beforehand. “Oh redlly2” asks a
temporarily stunned Tanya. “That's really dan-
gerous because you're going to get three sepa-
rate answers.” Right then, | knew | had made the
right decision.

1) Why did you agree to join the
Breeders?

Josephine: Having heard The Pixies only
six months before we formed, coming to
them rather late, I'd say, | thought they
were a really good band, and if anybody
had asked me what band I'd like to play
with if | wasn’t already in a band, I'd have
said them. | met Kim in the summer in
Frankfurt and we ended up spending the
rest of the evening together after The Pixies
played and had a real laugh. When this
proposition came up, it sounded really
good. So it's based on a musical and per-
sonal point of view.

Tanya: The conception of this whole thing
was Kim and | running round this disco re-
ally drunk one night, saying we were going

to write a disco song and make a lot of
money, but it obviously ended up evolving
a lot further than that. It took about 18
months to get it together because of our
schedules but we'd always wanted to do
stuff together. The format changed about a
million times though but we finally did con-
nect. Man. Kim’s one of my heroes and
she’s an incredible songwriter and | wanted
to see if | could do something else besides
The Muses.

Kim: (immensely long pause, repeats ques-
tion several times) | don't...know. | guess at
the time, Tanya was there, and we thought
it was a good idea. | don’t know that we
really joined...we joined together. I'm a fan
of Tanya’s, | like to sing more, because |
have a lovely voice...it was a time when
The Pixies had a little bit of time off and |
was really getting bored. And it was in the
summer, you know how that is, you think
you're hot shit in the summer.

2 a) What's the question you're expecting
everyone to ask?

J: I suppose it would be ‘are they going to
make another record, is it a one-off or is it
going fo continue?’

“It’s incredibly hard to do

something new and fresh with

bass, drums and two guitars.”’

T: How it's different from working with The
Muses, for which | have absolutely no an-
swer fo, so please don’t ask that.

K: Why did | join The Breeders. The second
one would be, ‘does that mean The Pixies
have broken up?’

b) Now answer it.

J: I can only answer it from my point of
view and that is that | really hope that we
do make another, but that it will depend on
a lot of other things in the world, like other
peoples’ commitments.

T: No | won'tl Ah, | have more space with
Kim to fool around. The songs are less
structured so there’s more room to breathe,
kind of, which is really nice.

K: No.
3) What did you do last night?

J: | was writing out some bocking vocals
and making notes.

T: | finished making these demos and then |
went fo a bar and drank some alcohol with
my new bass player Fred Abong and
drummer David Narcizio and this girl
who’s name | don’t know.

K: I learnt a bass line for a surf song to
record in the studio today for The Pixies. It's

a cover song off a CD of 20 of the greatest
surf songs, called ‘Cecilia Ann’ by The
Surftones. | shouldn’t be telling you this.
We'll do it on the album if it turns out
good.

4) Your favourite Breeders lyric?

J: (laughs) If I tell you, Kim will absolutely
kill me. No, | can’t do it! We're friends.
Alright, just say, “it lives.” (from
“Hellbound”) (why would Kim kill you?)
Because it's an in-joke.

T: I'm always teasing Kim about, “it lives,

despite the knives internal’ because | think
it's hysterical, but | think my favourite one
is, “your soft belly busts and glows.”

K: “Chime on, rain, wet and ankle, toes or

two, sweep the other drops on your head,

just like it did today, cos she’s in heaven

and [ think that's just so sweet.” (from
“Fortunately Gone”). But | can’t have one
that long! You've got to tell me2 Did either
one of the other girls say, “it lives, despite

the knives infernal’? We're going to name
our music publishing company that if we
can. Ifs so bad, the worst lyric ever written
by anybody in the world. It's about an
abortion that lives.

5) What were your first impressions of
Steve Albini?

J: My first impression was one of ambiva-
lence which very rapidly developed into lik-
ing him a great deal. He had good ideas.

T: Very good actually. He's a perfect gentle-
man. He's so much nicer than you expect
him to be. There’s always tension with him
at some point but the thing with Steven is
that it's gone immediately. There are no
subtle tensions that hang around the studio
for days. If's so nice to deal with somebody
like that. He's pretty goofy sometimes, like
he makes fun of people a lot and makes
farting noises with his hands and stuff (do
you mind him calling women ‘pussies’)
He's never called me a pussy, personally. |
never heard him refer to a woman like that.
He says that certain guitar parts are
pussy...he uses it to describe bad music.
Maybe he’s on his best behaviour around
us, us being pussies'n’all.

K: Nice guy. Kinda dorky, geeky looking.

6 q) Are you intimidated by questions that
compare The Breeders to your perma-
nent/full time group?

J: Not at all.
T: No.

K: Are you saying I'm intimidated by peo-
ple saying we sound like them or just bring
it up? You know what's going to really
suck? People who write, ‘Kim should just
shut up and play the bass in the band be-
cause The Pixies are so much better...’



That's the interview that I’'m going to really
hate. That's my paranoid line.

b) What do The Breeders allow you that
the other doesn’t?

J: I's an enjoyable opportunity to be play-
ing in quite a different style. It's more
colours to one’s po|qte, as it were, from the
point of view of working with other people
who have a lot of good ideas that are quite
different from the sort of things I've worked
with before, especially bearing in mind the
directions Kim and Tanya are coming from,
because, as | was saying, they were about
the only what you might call contemporary
things that | was listening to all of last year,
the first two bands I'd heard in about fen
years that | thought anything of at all.
Usually, when you hear a new record, you
can list four or five things they’re quoting
or taking references from, and if they're
doing something really exceptional with it,
why not just listen to the original, rather
than the rehash? | don’t know what these
two have been listening to so it came as
something really fresh. It's incredibly hard
to do something new and fresh with bass,
drums and two guitars. | hope The Breeders

do.

T: The thing with The Breeders is that it was
such a completely different thing. It was like
this litle capsule band, it had a beginning,
middle and end, at least this record. That's
something completely different than the
Muses. They're like my dinosaur band!
That's not to say The Breeders are never
going fo do anything again because we
are. What | meant was The Breeders was
like this perfect little episode. | don’t have
as much control over my time and fate as |
wish | did. I'm entangled with three other
people.

K: We take it seriously and stuff but every-
thing that The Pixies do nowadays is like a
big deal. When we started out, we just did
it. Like, we played a show the other night,
and it was just this litle show to try new
songs, right, but somehow we ended up
selling out a 2200 capacity club, so then it
was like, ‘we can't just wing out these new
songs because we don’t know them that
well’. It was a big deal, we had to have
road managers, guitar and drum techni-
cians...it just seems like this is more like be-
fore, when nobody cared what you did. |
like that a little bit. But it's kinda nice that
everybody gives a shit too. And | get to
sing more, write the songs, play acoustic
guitar, all things | can’t do with The Pixies.

7) What would you like me to ask the oth-
er two Breeders?

J: Have they got the plane tickets for the
elopement?

T: Don't Forget to ask Kim about Pixies ver-
sus Muses. You'll get an essay! Ask Kim
how much she misses me.

K: (Immensely long pause) | don’t know...
(another immensely efc...after much prod-
ding) How you're doing2 What'yer doing?

8) What would you like to eat tonight?

J: Tinned raspberries.

T: Fish, probably. | haven’t eaten it in a
long time. I'm getting really dry skin be-
cause of it.

K: Mexican, as always.
9 a) Do you believe in reincarnation?
J: No.

T: | believe in anything that | read. The last
reincarnation book | read was about a
year ago and | completely believed it.

K: | don’t know, I’'m not at that level yet.
b) If not, what do you believe in?

J: | think that people are destined to carry
on making the same mistakes unless they
do something about it.

K: You know, several months ago, my horo-
scope said, ‘in the summer, Geminis,’
which | am by the way, * are going to have
trouble, they’re not going to have anything
to believe in’. That's what it said. And since
it's getting kinda close to the summer, |
don’t have anything to believe in.

) What would you like to believe in?
J: Human nature.

T: God.

K: Magic.

10) A great record recommendation for
the Catalogue readers?

J: The B-52's “Love Shack”.

T: The Breeders (next!) Do you know who
Irma Thomas is2 God, | love her! Go for the
big hits on some New Orleans label.

K: Does it have to be timely2 I'll try to think
of one that'’s timely (immensely long efc.....)
The Breeders (give me a break!). | like The
Bad Seeds’ “Mercy Seat”. No, | mean the
album (“Tender Prey”).

J: I wish | could have had these questions
written down in time fo think about them.
Lack of spontaniety is one of my faults.

T: Too many. You know, you woke me up in
the middle of the coolest dream I've ever
had. | guess I'd been abducted or kid-
napped or something, and they took me to
Mexico, | think, but | can’t tell because
there were beings that don't really exist in
Mexico or on this planet, and there were
these houses in the middle of this silver wa-
ter and you walked along this long pier. It
was beautiful and | can’t really explain why
(it could represent The Breeders, spiriting
you away.). It's probably just me not want-
ing to take decisions!

K: Have you heard the album2 Did you like
it2 (Yeah, but | just wish you'd shut up and
play the bass with The Pixies) Very funny. |
wonder if Tanya’s still in England visiting.
Those are my famous last words (there
must be something else). Why are you so
fucking rude? That's my last comment.




